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WORSHIP THAT PLEASES GOD
ings do not have the right to bring any 
other worship into His presence. If we 
worship him in ways which do not 
please him we are wasting our time. 
This is an awesome thought!

At the beginning of creation, Cain did 
not worship God in a way that pleased 
God. His worship was rejected (Gen-
esis 4:5). The ancient king Jeroboam, 
established a priesthood, erected idols 
and ordained religious ceremonies 
that he ”devised from his own heart” 
(1 Kings 12:25-33). He made up his 
own rules and suffered the most severe 
result -- he lost fellowship with God!  
Whenever human beings create their 
own rituals, fasts or feasts, ceremonies, 
rites or sacraments (baptisms and com-
munion) without divine approval of the 
scriptures, their worship is “in vain”.  
It simply does not please God.

In these brief articles you will discov-
er what pleases God in prayer, com-
munion, singing, giving and teaching.  
Check everythig with your own Bible 
and make sure God is listening when 
you pray! Do not be satisfied until you 
have found a church that worships God 
in the way that truly pleases him.

Jesus said: “True worshipers will wor-
ship the Father in spirit and truth, for 
the Father is seeking such people to 
worship him” (John 4:23).  From this 
scripture we learn that  God wants to 
be worshiped, but God has defined the 
basic essentials of worship: it must be 
in “spirit and truth.” There can be no 
compromise on the conditions of ac-
ceptable worship. God wants to be wor-
shiped the way he has defined: in spirit 
and in truth.

“In spirit” describes attitudes we must 
have in order for God to accept our 
worship.  We must be sincere, hum-
ble, loving and wanting to declare the 
worthiness of God. (The English word 
‘worship’ comes from worth ship –– 
showing worth of God.).  Those whose 
hearts are not in their prayers offer vain 
worship.  “This people honors me with 
their lips, but their heart is far from me. 
In vain do they worship, teaching as 
doctrines the commandments of men” 
(Matthew 15:8-9).

“In truth” indicates worship must be 
in keeping with the teachings of God, 
whose word is truth (John 17:17). God 
has the right to determine the kind of 
worship that pleases him.  Human be-

–– David Tarbet, Church of Christ
New Milford, Connecticut
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The potential for life and the power of growth is found in the seed. Jesus taught: 
“The seed is the word of God” (Luke 8:11). It is only through the power of the 
word that the human heart is convinced and convicted of sin. “For the word of 
God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the divi-
sion of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and 
intentions of the heart” (Hebrews 4:12). When this imperishable seed is planted in 
human hearts, it “is able to save your souls” (James 1:21).

Jews under the Old Tes- tament were physically 
born into their religion, but Christianity is a 
faith that is taught. This faith is created, nourished and sustained through learning 
and living the word of God. As our Lord said, “It is written in the Prophets, ‘And 
they will all be taught by God.’ Everyone who has heard and learned from the Fa-
ther comes to me” (John 6:45). For the word of God to be effectively taught, there 
must be Biblically sound preachers and teachers.
 
Preaching is ordained by God as the approved method of communicating His holy 
word.  God has provided “evangelists, shepherds and teachers, to equip the saints 
for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to 
the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, 
to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ” (Ephesians 4:11-13). On the 
otherhand,  teaching and preaching man-made traditions and rules is condemned  
by Jesus (Matthew 15:9). How does one tell the difference between the truth of 
God and mere human inventions? We must study the Bible for ourselves!
 
When preaching and teaching God’s word is given priority, Christians will mature 
in Christ and be strengthened in genuine Christian faith,

–– Terry Schmidt, 
Southern Maine Church of Christ, W. Kennebunk, ME

 

Once saved, Christians 
must continue to “grow 
in the grace and knowl-
edge of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ” (2 
Peter 3:18), through the 
pure spiritual milk of 
the word (1 Peter 2:2).  
God’s word is our spir-
itual food. “Man shall 
not live by bread alone, 

but by every word that 
comes from the mouth 
of God” (Matthew 
4:4). As Christians 
consistently study 
God’s word, they ma-
ture in Christ and grow 
in their faith. “Faith 
comes from hearing, 
and hearing through 
the word of Christ” 
(Romans 10:17).

BIBLE TEACHING PLEASES GOD



What Is the Significance of Communion? God in his love did not leave us con-
fused in matters of such great importance.  Instruction is provided in the scriptures.  
Communion is intended to be a memorial of the death of Jesus on the cross. The 
apostle Paul wrote: “For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you…” 
(1 Corinthians 11:23), recounting that the Lord Jesus instituted the Lord’s Supper 
in an upper room with the apostles “Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it 
and gave it to the disciples, and said, ‘Take eat; this is my body.’ And he took a cup, 
and when he had given thanks he gave it to them saying, ‘Drink of it, all of you, for 
this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of 
sins” (Matthew 26:26-28). Paul continued, “For as often as you eat this bread and 
drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes”  (1 Corinthians 11:26).

How Often Should Communion Be Observed? Paul’s conduct provides an ex-
ample of when the Lord’s Supper was observed by the first Christians. “On the first 
day of the week, when we were gathered together 
to break bread” (Acts 20:7).  Preserved writings 
from the early church history indicate that when 
Christianity began, Communion was observed 
every Sunday and only on Sunday. This was the 
teaching of the apostles.

What Are the Emblems of Communion? Bread, 
and fruit of the (grape) vine represent the body 
and blood of Christ. These do not change into the 
actual body and blood of Christ, but rather are a 
memorial of His death.  When Jesus said “I am the 
door,” he did not mean he became a literal door, 
but that the door symbolized him. When he said, 
“I am the vine” (John 15:1) he did not mean he 
literally became a grape vine. In a similary way, 
Christians should partake of Communion “in re-
membrance” of Jesus (1 Corinthians 11:24-25). 

When Communion is observed the way God in-
tended, it becomes a great blessing. 

3.

COMMUNION PLEASES GOD

–– Charles Cordon, Church of Christ
Concord, New Hampshire
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PRAYERPRAYER PLEASES GOD

–– Tom Beyers, Church of Christ
Farmington, Connecticut

Prayer is submitting to a Power we do not possess. The first example of prayer in 
the Bible was when a king whose life was in jeapordy was instructed to ask Abra-
ham (God’s man) to pray for him that his life would be spared. The scripture reads:  
“Then Abraham prayed to God and God healed Abimelech (the king)  and also 
healed his wife and female slaves so that they bore children” (Genesis 20: 7-17). 
We see from Abraham what is called a journey of faith. Faith to trust God and his 
word and prayer to communicate that trust.

Jesus taught his  disciples to pray to God: “Father, hallowed be your name” (Luke 
11:1).  Jesus asks us to love and pray for our enemies (Matthew 44-45) because he 
came to save the unrighteous (Luke 5:32). Jesus is commended for his prayers as 
living proof of the power and promise of God. “Jesus offered up prayers and sup-
plications, with loud cries and tears, to him who was able to save him from death 
and he was heard because of his reverence” (Hebrews 5:7).

We have access to the promises of God, namely 
peace, by making our requests known (Philippians 
4:6) God knows our needs  (Matthew 6:8) but tells us 
to ask, seek and knock (Luke 11:9-10).  

Jesus prayed for his apostles just before his trial that 
they would be made holy and stand united by God’s 
word. He ended his prayer motivated by God’s love.  
He prayed: “The glory that you have given me I have 
given to them that they may be one even as we are one. 
I in them and you in me, that they may become per-
fectly one, so that the world may know that  you have 
loved them even as you loved me” (John 17:22-23).



One cannot deny that the human voice is beautiful when it is practiced, tuned, and en-
gaged in song. The voice is an amazing instrument, and it speaks to us! God designed 
and created our vocal cords to be strummed by the air when we breathe both in and 
out. Singing is one of my favorite parts of worship. 

God tells us in Ephesians 5:19 to “speak to one another in psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing and making melody with your hearts to the Lord.” The sing-
ing voice is a speaking voice. Singing is the act of producing musical words with the 
voice. Our voices convey through words of song our  reverence and praise for the 
Lord’s greatness, and our gratitude for His Son. The melody which accompanies sing-
ing is carried in our hearts. Scripture says “making melody with your hearts to God.” 
How deep is the love we have for our Lord!

Many people are unaware that singing without instru-
mental accompaniment was the practice of the church 
Jesus built and continues to the practice of Churches of 
Christ. 

It is universally acknowledged by church historians that 
from the beginning of Christianity in the first century and 
extending for almost 1000 years, all hymns in church 
were sung without instrumental accompaniment. In fact, 
the Latin word “a cappella” is used to describe vocal 
music because it means “in the style of the chapel.”
 
Churches of Christ do not dislike instrumental music in 
other settings.  Neither do we lack the financial means to 
purchase instruments or capable musicians to play them. 
We are not holding to a long established tradition. Vocal music in worship is not simply 
a matter of personal preference. It’s a matter of following scripture. The New Testament 
does not authorize instruments to be played in worship. 
 
The decision for a cappella singing in worship is by faith, following God’s instruc-
tions for worship without injecting our own reasoning into sacred worship. God has 
defined the worship that pleases him.  Let all who desire to please God worship him in 
the way God has approved in Scripture.  In the words of the Bible:  “In the midst of the 
congregation I will sing your praise” (Hebrews 2:12).“Let us offer to God acceptable 
worship” (Hebrews 12:28). “The fruit of lips” is acceptable to God (Hebrews 13:1).

5.
–– Kirk Israel, Church of Christ

Castleton, Vermont

SINGING PRAISESINGING PRAISE  PLEASES GOD
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GETTING TOGETHER FOR

“Coming to church 
brings out our spiri-
tual underpinnings of 
faith and gives us more 
strength. We should 
never underestimate 
our value in our sphere 
of influence.  A simple 
hug can pull someone 
out of a slump. Others 
need us to be present 
for their own encour-
agement. We often 
speak of  people we 
saw in worship who 
have special needs.  
Each one of us has a 
lot to give to others!”

–– Bill & Emily 
Coggins

Martha’s Vineyard, 
MA.

“I go to 
church to 
stay right 
with God.  
He has asked us to be in 
worship and I want to to 
do what He asks.  I get 
a feeling of satisfaction. 
The brethren are glad to 
see me and I am glad to 
see them. It is uplifting 

to see others besides 
myself interested in 
saving their souls and 
that of others.”

–– Bill Ingram
Ashaway, RI.

“I go to 
church to re-
affirm my 
faith and to 

keep the truth I believe 
in. I  need to confirm my 
faith and to reinforce it.  
I need the fellowship of 
my brothers and sisters 
in Christ also.”

––Doug Roy, Pittsfield, 
MA  

“Let us consider how 
to stir up one anoth-
er to love and good 
works, not neglecting 

to meet together, as is 
the habit of some, but 
encouraging one an-
other, and all the more 
as you see the Day ap-

“I was glad when they 
said to me, ‘Let us go to 
the house of the Lord.’”

–– Psalm 122:1

“I was away 
from the 
church for 
a number 
of years but 
when I de-
cided to go back I told 
my husband I would be 
a better wife. I prayed 
for 24 years that my 
husband and I would 
worship together again.  

When Monday comes 
I look forward to the 
upcoming  Sunday. We 
commit our attendance 
to the services of the 
church to our King who 
has done everything for 
us.”

–– Beverly McKay,
New Milford, CT.



“ T h e 
m o s t 
import-
ant rea-

son we attend worship 
services is to be an en-
couragement to oth-
ers, including our own 
children.  We ourselves 
need the fellowship, 
too! COVID has been 
tough on us all.  Wor-
shiping via Zoom has 
been good, but it’s not 
the same.”

–– Brad & Brenda 
Shaw, Bennington, VT

7.

“ A f t e r 
l i v i n g 
through 
the pan-
d e m i c 

and worshiping on-line 
we learned one cannot 
get the sense of fellow-
ship and “oneness” that 
comes from getting to-
gether for worship.  I 
know the Lord was with 
us through this expe-
rience, but at the end 
of the day “fullment” 
is missing.  God’s plan 
is clear: love and good 
works are created by 
meeting together (He-
brews 10:24).
 
Worship at home has 
many distractions. It is 
only to be expected that 
spiritual fervor will be 
diminished, daily prob-
lems will be more diffi-
cult to deal with, and our 
sense of helping others 
will lose its urgency. 

God is love. He calls for 
us to grow in love for 
one another.  Worship-
ing together provides an 
opportunity to love one 
another. Without gath-
ering together love for 
Christian brothers and 
sisters suffers.

How does love demon-
strate itself with others? 
How do we lift up oth-
ers burdened with daily 
discouragements? How 
do we strengthen the 
weak? How do we “bear 
one anothers burdens” ? 
Without connection how 
can there be compas-
sion?”

–– Scott & Teresa Genco, 
Poughkeepsie, NY 

“They devoted themselves 
to the apostles teaching, 
and to fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and to 
prayer” (Acts 2:42). 

God made us social be-
ings. He does not intend 
that we be isolated from 
one another. He knows we 
need fellowship with one 
another. 

That’s one of the most 
important reasons why he 
gave us the church in the 
first place.”

–– Mike & Carol Adaman,
Castleton, VT

“Where two or three 
are gathered in my 
name there am I 
among them.”

–– Matthew 18:20

“No    
m a t t e r 
what is 
happen-
ing in the 
w o r l d , 

when our family goes to 
worship we are reminded 
that God is unchanging. 
That is a comfort to us.  
We want to set an exam-
ple for our family who 
look to us for spiritual  
stability just as we looked 
to our parents for stability 
as we were growing up. 
Children follow the ex-
ample of parents.”

–– Wesley & Davina 
Salmons, Kittery, ME

WORSHIP PLEASES GOD



A church mentioned in the Bible sent some people to take money and supplies 
giving them to people in great need in another city. It was said they were “render-
ing this service to supply for the needs of others which then overflowed in many 
thanksgivings to God.” The word “render” has the idea of performing a service at 
one’s own expense.  The people in this circumstance were taking from their own 
resources and giving to others in need. This is taken from a letter in the New Testa-
ment written to the church in Corinth (2 Corinthians 9:6-15).

I have re-read this letter to Corinth and asked the question, “how should I give?” 
These are thoughts that have moved me:

• I should be ready when the need arises
• I ought to be zealous in spirit
• I should arrange my gift in advance
• I am to be willing 
• I need to give bountifully
• God expects me to give cheerfully
• God has given me enough of everything so 
  I can be generous
• I will be enriched by giving
• God will provide “seed” to plant and harvest  
  so I can be even more generous
• I will render this service
• Results of my generosity will go beyond   
  what I imagine 

Henry was a young boy, five years old, who would 
get cash gifts for holidays and birthdays. His grand-
mother gave him four envelopes and had him write 
on them: God, Henry, Savings and Others. When he 
received a gift of money his grandmother had him decide how much went in each 
envelope. The envelopes were placed in a special drawer in a desk. 

Henry just turned 22 and was looking through the old desk where his envelopes 
had been. A surprise, they were still there, all empty except the one marked Henry, 
It had $2 in it.

  

–– Michael Hammonds, Church of Christ
Natick, Massachusetts

GIVING GENEROUSLY 
PLEASES GOD

8.
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• “How Do I Begin 
To Study the

Bible?”

• “How Can I 
Know That Jesus 
Really Is the Son 

of God?”

• “How 
Important Is It 

That I Give My Life 
To

Jesus Christ?”

Written by David Tarbet



In our daily Bible reading schedule we read the story of Nadab and Abihu (Leviticus 10). 
It is a well-known story.  The day had come to consecrate Aaron as high priest and his 
sons, Nadab and Abihu, to be priests.  The holy garments had been made and Aaron and 
his sons had put them on. The bull of the sin offering, the ram of the guilt offering and 
the peace offerings had been sacrificed. Aaron and his sons had eaten a holy meal and 
separated themselves seven days. All of this was according to the commands of the Lord.

Then Aaron and his sons began to sacrifice as the Lord had commanded.  Aaron con-
secrated the altar and presented the offerings.  God was pleased with their obedience 
in worship and the Lord’s fire came down to consume the offerings.

Nadab and Abihu stepped up to offer incense on the altar of incense. They took the 
special firepans made especially for this purpose (Exodus 27:3); they scooped appro-
priate amounts of incense (Exodus 30:34-38).  They might have thought, “What differ-
ence would it make if we took fire to light the incense from this little fire over here?” 
and offered “unauthorized fire before the Lord, which He had not commanded them” 
(Leviticus 10:1). Then fire came out of the presence 
from the Lord in anger to consume the priests who had 
taken such liberty despite the specific command about 
the fire!

What a powerful warning, illustrating an important 
principle that we ignore to our own spiritual peril! 
What God had commanded them was fire from a very 
specific source: the altar of sacrifice (Leviticus 16:12 
and Numbers 16:42). Because he was specific, God 
didn’t need to list the many other places from which a 
coal of fire might be taken for use in the firepan. This 
was because specific commands limit and automatical-
ly eliminate other possibilities.

So, shall we offer “unauthorized” music in the Lord’s 
worship when he has specified a cappella singing? 
Shall we preach “unauthorized” man-made traditions 
when we’ve been told to preach God’s word? Shall we 
pray to “unauthorized” gods in our prayers? Will we 
introduce “unauthorized” Old Testament rituals into 
the practices of the New Testament church? Things which the Lord has not command-
ed us?  The obvious answer must be No. When the Lord commands specific things for 
worship, practice and teaching, we understand that He needn’t list the many things that 
he doesn’t want.

WHAT GOD HAD NOT COMMANDED

–– Park Linscomb, former President & Director
Ganderbrook Christian Camp, Raymond, Maine
10.
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WORCESTER CHURCH OF CHRIST
89 Beaver Brook Prkwy. Tel: 508-754-8625
John Nat Kissi, Minister
Sun: 9:30 AM (Bible Class), 10:30 AM (Worship)
Web: worcestercoc.org

NEW YORK
NORTH BRONX CHURCH OF CHRIST
1820 Monroe Avenue. Tel: 347-658-6186
Sun: 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM (Bible Class and Worship)
Paul Oppong, Minister
Web: nbchurchofchrist.net

POUGHKEEPSIE
DUTCHESS COUNTY CHURCH OF CHRIST
43 Vassar Rd. (Tel: 645-214-0811)
Sun: 11:00 AM; (Bible Class), 11 AM (Worship)
Contact: Scott Genco (Tel: 845-234-3815);
Ron Ward (845-494-0452)
E-mail: dutchesscountychurchofchrist@gmail.com
Web: dcountycoc.org

PENNSYLVANIA (SAYRE)
VALLEY CITIES CHURCH OF CHRIST
701 S.Wilbur Ave. Tel: 570-886-1838
Sun: 9:30 Bible Class), 10:30 (Worship)
Contact:  Arthur Barry (Tel: 607-280-1732)
E-mail: vccocsayer@outlook.com
Web: valleycitieschurchofchrist.org
 
RHODE ISLAND (W. GREENWICH)
KENT COUNTY CHURCH OF CHRIST
42 Nooseneck Hill Rd., (Route 3) 
Sun: 9:30 AM (Bible Class), 10:30 AM (Worship)
Contact: Tim Bonzagni (Tel: 401-742-3948)
Web: kentcountychurchofchrist.org

VERMONT (CASTLETON)
GREEN MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF CHRIST 
522 Route 4a.  
Kirk Israel, Minister Tel: 802-683-4970
Sun: 9:30 AM (Bible Class), 10:30 AM (Worship)
Web: vermontchurchofchrist.com

CONNECTICUT
FARMINGTON CHURCH OF CHRIST
69 South Road. Tel: 860-677-1463
Sun: 9:30 AM (Bible Class), 10:30 AM (Worship)
Tom Beyer, Minister
Web: southroadchurch.com

NEW MILFORD CHURCH OF CHRIST
129 Litchfield Road (Route 202),
Tim Tarbet, David Tarbet, Ministers
Tel: 860-355-0489
Sun: 10:00 AM (Bible Class), 11:00 AM (Worship)
Web: nmchurchofchrist.org

BRIDGEPORT CHURCH OF CHRIST
15 Dewey St. Tel: 203-751-2205
P.O. Box 55158,  Bpt, CT 08805
Ellis Stanley, Minister
Sun. 10:00 AM (Bible Class); 11:00 AM (Worship)
Web: info@churchofchristbpt.com

MAINE
KITTERY CHURCH OF CHRIST
48 Love Lane. Tel: 207-439-0720
Nathaniel Hios, Minister
Sun: 10:00 AM (Bible Class), 11:00 AM (Worship)
Web: kitterycoc.com

FARMINGTON FALLS
122 Croswell Rd; Zip: 04940; Tel: 207-578-2629
Bruce Rollins, Minister
Sun:  9:30 AM (Bible Class), 10:30 AM (Worship)

MASSACHUSETTS (PITTSFIELD)
BERKSHIRE COUNTY CHURCH OF CHRIST
112 Elm Street, Telephone: 413.464.0016
Cleve Stafford, Minister
Sun: 10 AM (Bible Class); 11 AM (Worship)
Web: berkshirecountycoc.org

CHURCHES OF CHRIST 
SENDING ‘CHRIST FOR TODAY’ INTO YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD

Undenominational Christians

• BIBLE STUDIES

• CHRIST CENTERED

• A CAPPELLA SINGING

• FRIENDLY WELCOME

Berkshire Cnty

Bridgeport
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