
WHY BE GOOD?

Older men are taught to be 
“sober-minded, dignified, 
self-controlled, sound in faith, 
in love and in steadfastness” 
(Titus 2:2)  Mature men of God 
must practice moral purity and 
ethical fairness.

Older women are instructed 
to be “reverent in behavior, 
not slanderers or slaves to 
much wine, but to teach what 
is good” (Titus 2:3). They are to be 
interested in the next generation and 
train younger women how to be good.

Younger women are to “love their 
husbands and children, to be self-con-
trolled, pure, working at home, kind, 
and submissive to their husbands” 
(Titus 2:4-5). Consistency in living is 
vital so that “the word of God will not 
be reviled.”

Younger men are encouraged to be 
“self-controlled”. When young men 
exercise self-control they develop “in-
tegrity,  dignity and sound speech”. 
They have good morals, and godly re-
lationships with others. (Titus 2:6)

What does the Bible teach about “being good”? Showing good behavior is a decision 
everyone must make for himself.  In the book of Titus the Scripture gives instruc-
tions on being good: “I want you to insist on these things so that those who have 
believed in God may be careful to devote themselves to good works” (Titus 3:8).

Scripture says Bond-servants (much 
the same as Employees) are to be 
“submissive to their masters (employ-
ers), well-pleasing, not argumentative. 
They must not steal from their employ-
ers,, but show they can be fully trust-
ed.  This kind of living will draw peo-
ple closer to God (Titus 2:9-10).

Both believers and non-believers have 
their reasons for morality. But we must 
ask why the Apostle Paul pointed his 
readers to Christian morality.
 
It can be argued that moral people are 
happier people. Some say good people 
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are healthier, too. Morality makes for 
wholesome living in community. It is 
the answer to crime, corruption and 
over-crowded jails. Even from a sec-
ularist perspective it makes sense for 
people to be good to one another.

What is the motivation for being good? 
One who says “I am good because be-
ing good brings me the good life,” will 
find himself hard-pressed to continue 
to be good in difficult times, when the 
“good life” is lost in unwanted pain 
and disappointment.

In reality, the decision to be a good per-
son needs to be built on the foundation 
of what God has done for us in Christ.  
The Bible says: “For the grace of God 
that brings salvation has appeared to 
all men. It teaches us to say ‘No’ to un-
godliness and worldly passions, and to 
live self-controlled, upright and godly 
lives in this present age” (Titus 2:11). 
Christians are motivated to be good 
because God has been good to them! 
His grace and forgiveness teaches 
them to say “No” to misbehavior, and 
“Yes” to good behavior. Believers are 
what they are because God is what 
He is. This is the foundation of con-
duct that will sustain believers during 
personal, family and economic crises, 
when compromise with ungodliness 
promises short term pleasure.

Heaven is a prepared place for a pre-
pared people. Scripture says we wait 
for the “blessed hope–the glorious ap-
pearing of our great God and Savior, 
Jesus Christ” (Titus 2:13). Christians 
know where they are going and are pre-
paring themselves for what lies ahead! 
The worldly minded have lost their 
way; they have no clear purpose for liv-
ing and no certain hope for tomorrow. 

Christians want to be good because 
they have been redeemed by the cross.  
The  Bible says Jesus “gave Himself 
for us to redeem us from all wicked-
ness and to purify for Himself a peo-
ple that are His very own, eager to do 
what is good” (Titus 2:14).

The reasons for “being good’ are dif-
ferent for believers and unbelievers. 
Unbelievers are good when being 
good benefits them; when it’s in their 
best interest to be good.  Believers are 
good because of what God has done in 
extending His grace upon them. 

It is not alwaays easy to do the right 
thing. Sometimes it’s inconvenient and 
difficult.  Believers are good because 
they feel accountable to the “Higher 
Power”–– the Father in heaven.

Continued from page 1
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A DISCIPLE OF CHRIST
What’s That?

A DISCIPLE OF CHRIST
What’s That?

The noun “disciple” occurs almost 300 times in English translations of the New Testa-
ment. It is one of the most important concepts to understand and practice. It is at the 
very heart of being converted to Jesus.  He said, “Go therefore and make disciples of 
all nations baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.” (Matthew 28:19-20).

ORIGIN OF THE WORD.  In the Old 
Testament the word indicated a “learn-
er”, discovering how to obey the Lord. 
One could be a “learner” only if he had a 
heart that truly desired to do what pleased 
God.  The psalmist prayed:  “Give me 
understanding that I may learn your 
commandments” (Psalm 119:73).

In the 400 year period between the 
close of the Old Testament era and 
the coming of Jesus to bring the New 
Testament, Jewish rabbis developed 
rabbinic schools where students sat 
at the feet of Master Teachers to learn 
the scriptures and the traditions of 
Judaism.  The rabbi’s were the Mas-
ter Teachers; the students were the  
“Disciples.” The students had an obliga-
tion to  accept a rabbi’s interpretations 
as final and absolute. Sometimes rabbis 
would put a “spin” on Scripture and tra-
dition that placed heavy burdens on the
students produceing spiritual enslave-
ment.  Jesus exposed these man-made 
interpretations for what they really were 
-- distortions of the scriptures.  On one 
occasion, Jesus said: “In vain do they 
worship me, teaching as doctrines the 

commandments of men” (Matthew 15:8-
9).  On the other hand, Jesus “opened 
their minds to understand the Scrip-
tures” (Luke 24:46).

Jesus had every right to teach His disci-
ples the true meaning of the scriptures 
because He came directly from the Fa-
ther in heaven, and taught what He had 
received from His Father. He said:“I 
declare to the world what I have heard 
from Him” (John 8:26). Indeed, Jesus 
was the “Word of God” who was “with 
God” in the very beginning; shared the 
very nature and essence of God Him-
self. He “was God” and came to earth 
to “dwell among us” (John 1:1-3,14).

Jesus will not entangle you in man-
made traditions. He will teach you the 
truth, and the truth “will make you free” 
(John 8:31-32).

Submit your heart and mind to the 
teachings of Jesus Christ. Become His 
disciple. He has the ability to answer 
your questions, clear up your confusions 
and give you the spiritual freedom your 
heart longs to embrace.
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Jesus said:  “If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. For it 
is better that you lose one of your members than that your whole body be thrown into 
hell” (Matthew 5:29). Many  enticements to sin come through the eye. The things we 
read, the movies we watch, the clothes (or lack of clothing) we notice can live on and 
on in our minds.  Some people have moved to a different city to get away from what 
pulled them down in the last location, but temptations of the eyes followed them to the 
new location.  Some have promised God they would never fall for visual temptations 
again, but these promises are easily broken. Here are some practical steps to protect 
ourselves from the temptations that come through our eyes.  

First,  we need to make deliberate decisions to stay away from circumstances where 
we will be likely to slip into old habits. If we have a weakness for lust we need to avoid 
being around sexually graphic images. “I made a covenant with my eye not to look 
lustfully at a girl” (Job 31:1, New International Version)

Second, we must devote our lives to good deeds and acts of kindness. When we start 
doing good things for God and others we do not have much time or energy to get into 
spiritual trouble. Imitate our Lord Jesus who “went about doing good” (Acts 10:38)

Third, deliberately focus on wholesome thoughts — things that are “true, honor-
able, just, pure, lovely and commendable” (Philippians 4:6). The scriptures are full of 
healthy words and images that re-enforce our resolve to overcome things that ensnare.

Finally,  our prayers must be filled with thanksgiving for blessings we have received, 
rather than simply confessing weaknesses and guilt. Confession of sins is important 
but if failure is the primarily focus of prayer it is not sufficient to build us up. Counting 
our blessings helps us be humble and instills a positive mind-set that helps grow spir-
itually. “In everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests 
be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:6-7).

When Jesus spoke about tearing out one’s “right eye” and “throwing it away,” He did 
not intend for us to inflict pain and harm on our bodies, but to make serious efforts to 
overcome temptations of the heart.  It was not a casual resistance to temptation but a 
definite resolve not to fall. Living in a way where “the whole body will be throw into 
hell” is too great a price to pay for taking enticements of our eyes lightly.

TEMPTATIONS OF THE EYES
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5.

LIVING FOR THE 
“PRAISE OF GOD’S GLORY”

God wants everyone -- adults and children 
-- to bring glory to Him by the way they 
live.  The Bible calls this living for the 
“praise of His glory.” In this time of spir-
itual confusion, political conflict, econom-
ic uncertainties and the collapse of moral 
absolutes, we need to get back to the basic 
and fundamental understanding of God’s 
purpose for our lives.  The Scriptures tell 
us God chose His people before the foun-
dation of the world to be “holy and blameless,” “to the praise of His glorious 
grace.” Those who hope in Christ should live “to the praise of His glory,” hope 
to acquire a heavenly inheritance “to the praise of His glory” (Ephesians 1: 3-24).

In a nutshell, the reason for staying alive and getting up every morning is that God 
has a purpose for us. He made us live to praise Him to bring glory to Him.

When we fail to focus on God’s plan for us life gets out of focus. Priorities get 
mixed up. The things we should value the most we value the least. Preparations 
we need to make for eternity we fail to make. We become vulnerable to all kinds 
of spiritual deceptions, and end up hurting ourselves and others. The goal of life 
should be to make God happy with us,  not to make ourselves happy with our-
selves; to serve the Lord, not to serve ourselves.  Rather than to ask “How can I 
get the most out of life?” we should ask “How can God get the most out of me?” 

The call to follow Jesus is to die to self.  As one person put it: “It is no longer I who 
live, but Christ who lives in me” (Galatians 2:20).  Christ teaches us to center our 
hopes and dreams on the will of God, not on selfish desires.  Jesus died “that those 
who live might no longer live for themselves but for Him” (2 Corinthians 5:15).

Everyone needs to know the right question to ask. The most important question is 
not “How can I make more money? How can I get a bigger house? How can I have 
more fun?” but “How can I bring glory to God by the way I live?”  When all is said 
and done that’s what matters. That’s all that really matters.

It’s time to re-examine what is most important in your life, and decide to live for 
“the praise of God’s glory”! We can help you make this decision. 
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NEW HAMPSHIRE (ROCHESTER)
Salmon Falls Church of Christ
336 Salmon Falls Rd; Tel: 207-651-0703
Sun: Bible Classes 10 AM; Worship 11 AM
Web: https://www.facebook.com/RochesterNHCoC/

NEW YORK
HALFMOON (MECHANICVILLE)
250 Pruyn Hill Road. Tel: 518-670-3005
Sunday Bible Classes: 9:30am; Worship: 10:30 AM
Web: https://halfmoonchurchofchrist.org

HORSEHEADS
165 Miller St. Tel: 607-739-5776
Sun: Bible Classes 10:00 AM; Worship: 11:AM
Minister: Paul Cowels (Tel: 607-592-8091)
Web: horseheadschurchofchrist.christ

POUGHKEEPSIE
DUTCHESS COUNTY CHURCH OF CHRIST
43 Vassar Rd. (Tel: 645-214-0811)
Sun: 11:00 AM; (Bible Class), 11 AM (Worship)
Contact: Scott Genco (Tel: 845-234-3815);
Web: dcountycoc.org

PENNSYLVANIA 
VALLEY CITIES CHURCH OF CHRIST, SAYRE
701 S.Wilbur Ave. Tel: 570-886-1838
Sun: 9:30 (Bible Class), 10:30 (Worship)
Contact:  Arthur Barry (Tel: 607-280-1732)
Web: valleycitieschurchofchrist.org
 
VERMONT
CASTLETON: GREEN MOUNTAIN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST 
522 Route 4a.  
Kirk Israel, Minister Tel: 802-683-4970
Sun: 9:30 AM (Bible Class), 10:30 AM (Worship)
Web: vermontchurchofchrist.com

CONNECTICUT
FARMINGTON CHURCH OF CHRIST
69 South Road. Tel: 860-677-1463
Sun: 9:30 AM (Bible Class), 10:30 AM (Worship)
Tom Beyer, Minister
Web: southroadchurch.com

NEW MILFORD CHURCH OF CHRIST
129 Litchfield Road (Route 202), Tel: 860-355-0489
Tim Tarbet, Evangelist Tel: 203-788-3986
David Tarbet, Outreach Tel: 214-926-2747
Tel: 860-355-0489
Sun: 10:00 AM (Bible Class), 11:00 AM (Worship)
Web: nmchurchofchrist.org

BRIDGEPORT CHURCH OF CHRIST
15 Dewey St. Tel: 203-751-2205
P.O. Box 55158,  Bridgeport, CT 08805
Ellis Stanley, Minister
Sun. 10:00 AM (Bible Class); 11:00 AM (Worship)
Web: info@churchofchristbpt.com

MAINE
KITTERY CHURCH OF CHRIST
48 Love Lane. Tel: 207-439-0720
Nathaniel Hios, Minister
Sun: 10:00 AM (Bible Class), 11:00 AM (Worship)
Web: kitterycoc.com

FARMINGTON FALLS
122 Croswell Rd; Zip: 04940; Tel: 207-578-2629
Bruce Rollins, Minister
Sun:  9:30 AM (Bible Class), 10:30 AM (Worship)

MASSACHUSETTS (PITTSFIELD)
BERKSHIRE COUNTY CHURCH OF CHRIST
112 Elm Street, Tel: 413.464.0016
Cleve Stafford, Minister
Sun: 10 AM (Bible Class); 11 AM; 5:30 PM (Worship)
Web: berkshirecountycoc.org

WORCESTER CHURCH OF CHRIST
89 Beaver Brook Prkwy. Tel: 508-754-8625
John Nat Kissi, Minister
Sun: 9:30 AM (Bible Class), 10:30 AM (Worship)
Web: worcestercoc.org

CHURCHES OF CHRIST 
SENDING ‘CHRIST FOR TODAY’ INTO YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD

Bridgeport

YOU ARE INVITED TO WORSHIP WITH

CHURCHES OF CHRIST
WHICH SEND “CHRIST FOR TODAY” IN YOUR AREA

Addresses and Times of Services Listed Above
True-to-the-Bible Messages
Visitors Always Welcome

Undenominational Christians
6.



GOD’S PLAN FOR ME
A Free Bible Correspondence Course

8 Lessons
Answer the questions using your own Bible. Return by mail 

or e-mail for grading. Receive the next lesson right away.  
Be sure to include your contact information. This course is 
absolutely free. It’s a great opportunity to learn about God 

and God’s plan for your life!

GOD’S PLAN FOR ME
Part One: “God and Man”

1:1 Genesis 1:1.  “In the beginning God ___________ the heavens and the earth.”
1:2 Genesis 1:26, 27  True-False:  God made man in His own image.
1:3 Genesis 2:16, 17  Yes - No: Did God give mankind instructions to live by in the  
 beginning?
1:4 Genesis 3:1-7  Yes-No:  Did man choose to disobey God?
1:5  Genesis 6:5, 6 Yes-No: Did mankind become wicked early in history?
1:6 1 John 3:4-8  Sin is ____________________. Those who continue in sin are of  
  __________________ 
1:7 Romans 6:23; 1 Corinthians 6:9-10; Isaiah 59:2  Yes-No:  Does God let our   
 sins separate us from Him?
1:8 Romans 3:23; 1 John 1:8  True-False:  Very few people sin.
1:9 Matthew 25:41-46  What will happen to unforgiven sinners? _____________
1:10  Jeremiah 10:23; Proverbs 14:12 True-False: Man doesn’t need help in living
  a  godly life.
1:11 John 3:16; 1 John 2:2; 1 Peter 2:24  Yes-No:  Did God love us enough to
 provide a way for our salvation?  What did God do? _____________________

The remaining parts of this study will tell you about God’s plan for us and 
what He expects from us as His children.

SEND YOUR FIRST LESSON FOR GRADING TO:  
Christ for Today, P.O. Box 755, New Milford, Connecticut 06776, 

or E-mail your answers to:  christfortoday@swbell.net
Please include your contact information
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